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April 24, 2025 
  
Sent via email to: OCR@ed.gov 
  
United States Department of Education 
Office for Civil Rights 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW 
Washington, DC 20202 
 
RE: Certification of Compliance with Title VI and SFFA v. Harvard 
  
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
On April 3, 2025, the Maryland State Department of Education (MSDE) received an unsigned email from 
OCR@ed.gov with the subject line “Department of Education Title VI Compliance Certification.” The email 
was accompanied by a four-page document titled “Reminder of Legal Obligations Undertaken in Exchange 
for Receiving Federal Financial Assistance and Request for Certification under Title VI and SFFA v. Harvard,” 
which in turn contained a “Requested Certification.” 
 
The email contained a request that the recipient, within 10 days, “sign and return the attached certification 
along with the certifications of your Local Education Agencies (LEAs)” and “report the signature status for 
each of your LEAs, any compliance issues found within your LEAs, and your proposed enforcement plans for 
those LEAs.” A later email changed the date for responses to April 24, 2025. 
 
The April 3, 2025, email and the accompanying document do not provide a clear account of (1) the purpose 
of the request, (2) the legal authority for the request, (3) how any certification will be used, or (4) the 
meaning of the certification or the legal effect of signing the certification. Furthermore, the request does not 
comply with the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, 44 U.S.C. §§ 3501–3521; see also 5 C.F.R. pt. 
1320. We also understand that the U.S. District Court for the District of New Hampshire has entered a 
preliminary injunction against enforcement of the request. While MSDE is unaware of any legal authority 
obligating it to comply with USDE’s request, MSDE is reaffirming its commitment to complying with Title VI 
and other relevant federal laws.  
 
On behalf of MSDE, I certify that the Maryland State Department of Education will continue to comply with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (“Title VI”), 42 U.S.C. § 2000d, and its prohibition against discrimination 
on the basis of race, color, and national origin, as well as related federal regulations and court decisions.  See 
34 C.F.R. §§ 100.1–.13; Students for Fair Admissions, Inc. v. President & Fellows of Harvard Coll., 143 S. Ct. 
2141 (2023). Please find attached a certification from Maryland’s local education agencies. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
 
Carey M. Wright, Ed.D. 
State Superintendent of Schools 



Allegany County Public Schools
108 Washington St.
Cumberland, MD 21502
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LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCY CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 
WITH TITLE VI AND SFFA V. HARVARD 

This is submitted in response to the directive from the U.S. Department of Education (“ED”) dated 
March 28, 2025, entitled Reminder of Legal Obligations Undertaken in Exchange for Receiving 
Federal Financial Assistance and Request for Certification under Title VI and SFFA v. Harvard 
(“Request for Certification”), which required local education agencies (LEAs) to acknowledge 
receipt and review of ED’s Request for Certification, and “further acknowledge that compliance 
with [ED’s interpretation of applicable authority] and the assurances referred to, as well as this 
certification, constitute a material condition of the continued receipt of federal financial 
assistance.” Request for Certification, p. 1. 

I have received and reviewed your Request for Certification on behalf of the LEA referenced 
below, which is located in the State of Maryland.  I acknowledge the LEA’s full compliance with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (“Title VI”), 42 U.S.C. § 2000d, and its prohibition 
against discrimination on the basis of race, color, and national origin, as well as related federal 
regulatory authority and other mandatory authority.  See 34 C.F.R. §§ 100.1-100.13; Students for 
Fair Admissions v. President and Fellows of Harvard College (“SFFA v. Harvard”), 600 U.S. 
181 (2023).  I further acknowledge that receipt of federal funding as enumerated in Appendix A 
to 34 C.F.R. § 100 is conditioned on compliance with all Federal statutes relating to 
nondiscrimination.  See 34 C.F.R. §§ 100.3(b), 100.4(a-b). 

Signed: 

___Dr. Cheryl L. Dyson______________ 
Superintendent of Schools Name (Printed) 

__________________________________ 
Superintendent of Schools Signature 

_Frederick County Public Schools_____ 
_191 S. East Street_________________ 
_Frederick, MD  21701______________ 
Local Education Agency Name and Address 







 

10910 Clarksville Pike � Ellicott City, MD 21042 � 410-313-6600 � www.hcpss.org 
 

 
 

 
LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCY CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 

WITH TITLE VI AND SFFA V. HARVARD 
 
This is submitted in response to the directive from the U.S. Department of Education (“ED”) 
dated March 28, 2025, entitled Reminder of Legal Obligations Undertaken in Exchange for 
Receiving Federal Financial Assistance and Request for Certification under Title VI and SFFA 
v. Harvard (“Request for Certification”), which required local education agencies (LEAs) to 
acknowledge receipt and review of ED’s Request for Certification, and “further acknowledge 
that compliance with [ED’s interpretation of applicable authority] and the assurances referred to, 
as well as this certification, constitute a material condition of the continued receipt of federal 
financial assistance.” Request for Certification, p. 1. 
 
I have received and reviewed your Request for Certification on behalf of the LEA referenced 
below, which is located in the State of Maryland. I acknowledge the LEA’s full compliance with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (“Title VI”), 42 U.S.C. § 2000d, and its prohibition 
against discrimination on the basis of race, color, and national origin, as well as related federal 
regulatory authority and other mandatory authority. See 34 C.F.R. §§ 100.1-100.13; Students for 
Fair Admissions v. President and Fellows of Harvard College (“SFFA v. Harvard”), 600 U.S. 
181 (2023). I further acknowledge that receipt of federal funding as enumerated in Appendix A 
to 34 C.F.R. § 100 is conditioned on compliance with all Federal statutes relating to 
nondiscrimination. See 34 C.F.R. §§ 100.3(b), 100.4(a-b). 
 
 
 

William J. Barnes 

  

Full Name  Signature 
   

Superintendent  Howard County Public School System 
Title  School District  
   

April 14, 2025   

Date   
 
 
 
 

http://www.hcpss.org/






 

 

LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCY CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE  
WITH TITLE VI AND SFFA V. HARVARD  

  
This is submitted in response to the directive from the U.S. Department of Education (“ED”) dated 
March 28, 2025, entitled Reminder of Legal Obligations Undertaken in Exchange for Receiving 
Federal Financial Assistance and Request for Certification under Title VI and SFFA v. Harvard 
(“Request for Certification”), which required local education agencies (LEAs) to acknowledge 
receipt and review of ED’s Request for Certification, and “further acknowledge that compliance 
with [ED’s interpretation of applicable authority] and the assurances referred to, as well as this 
certification, constitute a material condition of the continued receipt of federal financial 
assistance.” Request for Certification, p. 1. 
 
I have received and reviewed your Request for Certification on behalf of Prince George’s 
County Public Schools, which is located in the State of Maryland.  I acknowledge Prince 
George’s County Public Schools’ full compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
(“Title VI”), 42 U.S.C. § 2000d, and its prohibition against discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, and national origin, as well as related federal regulatory authority and other mandatory 
authority.  See 34 C.F.R. §§ 100.1-100.13; Students for Fair Admissions v. President and Fellows 
of Harvard College (“SFFA v. Harvard”), 600 U.S. 181 (2023).   
 
I further acknowledge that receipt of federal funding as enumerated in Appendix A to 34 C.F.R. § 
100 is conditioned on compliance with all Federal statutes relating to nondiscrimination.  See 34 
C.F.R. §§ 100.3(b), 100.4(a-b). 
 
Signed: 
 
 
 
____________________________________________ 
Millard House, II, Superintendent of Schools (Printed) 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________      
Millard House, II, Superintendent of Schools (Signature)   Date 
 
 
 
Prince George’s County Public Schools 
14201 School Lane 
Upper Marlboro, MD 20772____________ 
Local Education Agency Name and Address 
 
 
 
 

D.L. Henderson
04-18-25

Mobile User
Millard House II
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LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCY CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE 

WITH TITLE VI AND SFFA V. HARVARD 
  
This is submitted in response to the directive from the U.S. Department of Education (“ED”) dated 
March 28, 2025, entitled Reminder of Legal Obligations Undertaken in Exchange for Receiving 
Federal Financial Assistance and Request for Certification under Title VI and SFFA v. Harvard 
(“Request for Certification”), which required local education agencies (LEAs) to acknowledge 
receipt and review of ED’s Request for Certification, and “further acknowledge that compliance 
with [ED’s interpretation of applicable authority] and the assurances referred to, as well as this 
certification, constitute a material condition of the continued receipt of federal financial 
assistance.” Request for Certification, p. 1. 
  
I have received and reviewed your Request for Certification on behalf of the LEA referenced 
below, which is located in the State of Maryland.  I acknowledge the LEA’s full compliance with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (“Title VI”), 42 U.S.C. § 2000d, and its prohibition 
against discrimination on the basis of race, color, and national origin, as well as related federal 
regulatory authority and other mandatory authority.  See 34 C.F.R. §§ 100.1-100.13; Students for 
Fair Admissions v. President and Fellows of Harvard College (“SFFA v. Harvard”), 600 U.S. 
181 (2023).  I further acknowledge that receipt of federal funding as enumerated in Appendix A 
to 34 C.F.R. § 100 is conditioned on compliance with all Federal statutes relating to 
nondiscrimination.  See 34 C.F.R. §§ 100.3(b), 100.4(a-b). 
  
Signed: 
  
__________________________________ 
Superintendent of Schools Name (Printed) 
  
__________________________________ 
Superintendent of Schools Signature 
  
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
__________________________________ 
Local Education Agency Name and Address 
 

 

2424 Northgate Drive, Salisbury, MD 21801

Micah C. Stauffer
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